


more holistically. BSEE's sharing such data with industry will benefit all parties by increasing
transparency and cooperation between the two entities.

As additional background, AP) has been actively engaged with BSEE since the release of its QC-Fit
Evaluation of Connector and Bolt Failures in August of 2014. API has several standards, recommended
practices, programs and research initiatives related to this topic including, but not limited to:
e AP 16A Specification for Drill Through Equipment
¢ APl Specification 20E Specification for Alloy and Carbon Steel Bolting for Use in the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Industries

» APl Specification 20F Corrosion Resistant Bolting for Use in the Petroleum and Natural Gas
Industries

o APl Specification Q1 Specification for Quality Management Systems Requirements for
Manufacturing Organizations for the Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry

e API Specification Q2 Specification for Quality Management System Requirements for Service
Supply Organizations for the Petroleum and Natural Gas industries

e APIRP 75 Recommended Practice for Development of a Safety and Environmental Management
Program for Offshore Operations ond Facilities

e The Center for Offshore Safety

e API's sponsored research on corrosion resistant alloys and hydrogen embrittlement

As with all our standards, APl will continue to work with government regulators and others to monitor
and evaluate additional action as appropriate.

To further our discussion on this critical subject, we invited BSEE to present the report findings and
recommendations at a Technical Session during the APl Exploration and Production Winter Standards
Meeting in New Orleans on January 27, 2015. BSEE's participation was valuable as APl worked to
develop an integrated plan forward to address the report’s recommendations.

Since that time APl and industry have worked with BSEE, outside experts and stakehalders through our
ANSI-accredited, standards-setting process to achieve the goals identified in BSEE's QC-FIT Report 2014-
01. We formed a multi-segment task group to review BSEE's report, industry standards and practices,
and relevant research and data associated with the use of connectors and bolts in subsea operations,
and to identify the critical gaps for improving standards, practices and operations. This multi-segment
task group looked at all types of bolting failures, including fatigue, that could occur in the upstream oil
and gas industry, determined the contributing factors, identified current mitigations and recommended
changes to industry standards. As a result of that work, six AP| standards subcommittees were tasked
to review recommendations into AP| standards and specifications. As these recommendations are
considered by subcommittees, changes are already in progress to many of the published standards and
are expected to be released to industry in the near future. Additionally, AP is interfacing with ASTM to
promote revision of ASTM specifications that were identified as potential issues during the multi-
segment task group’s wark. Overall, we are taking both an active and holistic approach across our

signature safety programs to determine if enhancements are required to further strengthen our
documented audit and certification programs.

In summary, we respectfully request BSEE confirm these actions are aligned with the Agency’s
expectations. APl appreciates the opportunity to work with BSEE to continue discussing our shared
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objective of safe operations. If you have any questions or to further this discussion, please contact me
by phone at (202)682-8439, or by e-mail at hopkinsh@api.org.

Sincerely,
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Holly A. Hopkins

cc: Lars Herbst, GOM Regional Director

Attachments

























































































































































